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SUB J : EXIM BANK FINANCING FOR 737 

REF: STATE 36595 

1 .MINISTER OF FINANCE MOUSSA TONDI, WHO IS IN CHARGE 
OF FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR PURCHASE OF BOEING AND 
WITH WHOM I SPOKE MARCH 2, SAYS GOVERNMENT HAS NO CURRENT 
PLANS REQUEST EXIM FINANCING ITS BOEING 737. TONDI WAS 
UNAWARE AMBASSADOR WRIGHT HAD APPROACHED EXIM AND AT A 
LOSS TO EXPLAIN GENESIS OF VISIT BUT SAID GON HAD NOT 
SPONSORED IT. TONDI EQUALLY NON-PLUSSED AT SUGGESTION 
THAT AIR NIGER FIGURES DIRECTLY IN TRANSACTION. WITH A 
GENTLE SMILE, TONDI SAID GON KNOWS AS WELL AS ANYONE ELSE 
AIR NIGER WOULD HAVE TROUBLE QUALIFYING FOR ANY KIND OF 
COMMERCIAL CREDIT. PLANE HAS BEEN BOUGHT BY GON AND ALL 
NEGOTIATIONS, CONTRACTS, ETC WITH BOEING MAKE CLEAR 
GOVERNMENT OF NIGER IS PURCHASER. 

2. MINISTER INFORMED US THAT AS THINGS NOW STAND GON 
WILL PAY 30 PER CENT OF PURCHASE PRICE. ARRANGEMENTS 
ARE BEING EXPLORED WITH BIAO AND CITIBANK TO FINANCE 
BALANCE AND BANKS SCHEDULED TO PRESENT FINANCIAL PACKAGE 
TO GON MARCH 15 AT WHICH POINT DECISION WILL BE MADE HOW 
TO PROCEED. TONDI SAID GON GENERALLY AWARE EXIM’S 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FACILITIES AND INDICATED WE WOULD BE INFORMED IF GOVERNMENT 
WISHES TO EXPLORE THIS ROUTE. I HAVE STRONG IMPRESSION 
HOWEVER THAT EXIM FINANCING IS NOT IN FOREFRONT OF GON 
THINKING AT THE MOMENT. 

3. FOR THE RECORD WE ARE POUCHING TO AF/W BRIEF SYNOPSIS 
OF ACTIVITIES AIR NIGER.IAMES 
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